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Duke Louis d'Orleans. On the eighth of September, the
Admiral of Naples took Rapallo, a little city six leagues
from Genoa, and landed troops. The- French commander
made an accipitrine swoop from Genoa, cut up the squad-
rons of Naples, and put Rapallo to sack and pillage for
entertaining them. All Italy was amazed, paralyzed with
horror, at war conducted on these bloodthirsty lines. The
idea of being killed, except perhaps accidentally by being
trampled underfoot in a rout, or in a simple personal quar-
rel, was terrible to people accustomed to battles which were
processions, and sieges which were decorative occupations
for gentlemen of leisure. Admiral Don Federigo led the
remnant of his fleet to Naples without an hour's delay.
Vicechancellor-Cardinal Ascanio Maria Sforza-Vis-
conti now became aggressive, and successfully detached
from the Pope the Houses of Colonna and Savelli; (the
last, until their dynasty became extinct, held the office of
Hereditary Marshal of the Holy Roman Church). Colonna
and Savelli then collected their retainers and menaced the
Eternal City. On the eighteenth of September Don Fabrizio
Colonna recaptured Ostia, and held it in the name of its
renegade Cardinal-Bishop. French galleys transporting
troops anchored in the mouth of Tiber. Crippled Naples
dared not to advance on Milan leaving Rome unprotected.
Then Madonna Caterina Sforza-Riario, countess and
witch, (daughter of the great Francesco, and widow of the
infamous Count Girolamo Riario of the Pazzi Conspiracy,)
declared for France in her citadel of Imola, and made
things worse for Naples and the Papacy by showing them
that an enemy was in their midst. In this strait, and having
no sovereign friend in Europe save the Majesty of Naples,,
the Lord Alexander P.P. VI applied to the Great Turk, the
Sultan Bajazet. That wily oriental agreed to help, on con-
dition that his brother and rival, the Sultan Djim, long
years held hostage by the Papacy, should be delivered to
his tender mercies. This the Pope's Holiness refused, not